


Reflecting on 2025, Our

Year of Access & Inclusion

As we began 2025, FHSR set a clear and ambitious intention — to expand access and deepen inclusion across
every facet of our work. We committed to:

e reaching more children and families by expanding the geographic reach of our programs

o strengthening communication supports by including ASL interpretation and Spanish translation whenever

possible

e reducing barriers to participation

e investing in parent engagement

¢ advancing professional development for our teaching partners

Grounded in the proven impact of our programs for children who are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH), we also
proudly reaffirmed a core value that defines FHSR: keeping all of our programs tuition-free for families and
professional partners. You'll read more about our efforts to expand access & inclusion across our three
program pillars in the pages of this report, as well as our impact throughout lllinois.

As always, we are grateful to the DHH children we serve and their families, as well as for our Boards,
volunteers, partners, and supporters. Your trust and collaboration make this work possible. Finally, FHSR also
offers our heartfelt thanks to Events Manager & Director of Communications, Jean Kaiser, who retired this year
after 15 years of dedicated service to children with hearing loss in lllinois.

Thank you for showing up for DHH kids in 2025, and helping make it a powerful and meaningful year of access
and inclusion.

o/

Kristen J Van Dyke,
FHSR Executive Director

Follow FHSR on social media @FHSR.Chicago r@ m

Or sign up for our monthly newsletter (available in English & Spanish) at FHSR.org.
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2025 By the Numbers

Professional presentations provided around lllinois by FHSR’s Education Coordinator
NEW scholarships for musical instrument lessons
Music Therapy participants

Participants attended our first-ever rollerskating party, Rolling with Friends

Students enolled across 5 schools participating in
Classroom-Based Music To My Ears

Families registered for free family events throughout the year

Parents and professionals provided 1:1 support for IEP’s, 504 plans and classroom
accommodations for DHH children, as well as through Early Literacy programs

Parents accessed downloadable Parent Resources on FHSR.org

Books sent to families and professionals
featuring DHH characters

Unique visitors to our 1-3-6 campaign webpage, highlighting the importance of
newborn hearing screenings and proper follow-up

Total number of children served in 2025





fhsr.org/education




C&CO: Clinical &

Community Outreach

FHSR is dedicated to building a community of compassionate support for deaf and hard of hearing (DHH)
children across lllinois by partnering with families and hearing professionals. We provide key funding for
pediatric loaner hearing technology to audiology centers, and support the Hart Family Cochlear Implant
Education Coordinator at the Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago. FHSR supports parent
connections and fosters self-esteem in DHH children by hosting free social events for families throughout
the year. Learn more at FHSR.org/clinical-community-outreach/ or scan the QR code above.

Lurie’s Partnership

The FHSR-funded Hart Family Education Coordinator at the Ann and Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of
Chicago (Jen Haney) served 181 children and gave 11 professional presentations. Jen served 17 school
districts and cooperatives in Chicago and the surrounding suburbs.

We also celebrated an extraordinary moment of recognition for our Youth Ambassador, Mallory (pictured
below with her family), who was honored by Lurie’s with the naming of a treatment room in recognition of her
ongoing support through the Walk for the Kids fundraising event. Mallory now joins a distinguished group of
FHSR luminaries including some of our founders: Louise Hart, Herta Hess Kahn, and Hub Stern, who have also
been honored with rooms dedicated in their names.

FHSR additionally made a one-time grant of $7,000 to Lurie’s for their loaner hearing aid bank to establish a
loaner technology bank at their new Outpatient Center in Schaumberg.

Free Family Events

Free family events have been the cornerstone of the Foundation’s community outreach and are a highlight of
many families’ calendars! FHSR hosted four family events
throughout 2025:

Rolling with Friends (38 families registered, 28 attended)
Morton Arboretum (45 families registered, 20 attended)
Daisy Doo (34 families registered, 10 attended)

Cheers for Ears (44 families registered, 40 families attended) We love the family events! We really look
forward to them.... the idea that the kids can
see other kids like them? There’s no other way
to provide that. | can’t overemphasize how
important that is. She'll spot another kid with a
cochlear implant a mile away — it’s that
important for them. FHSR offering that
opportunity is really important.

— Jenna, mother of a young daughter

who uses cochlear implants


fhsr.org/clinical-community-outreach/






fhsr.org/music-to-my-ears-mtme/
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2025 Financial Report

INCOME

Total Individual Contribution $195,720
Release of Investment Reserves $165,000
Release of Program Reserve for A&G $35,205
Grant Income $160,000
Corporate Sponsorships $17,030
Special Event $41,826

TOTAL INCOME $614,781
PROGRAM EXPENSES

Clinical & Community Outreach $65,690
EARs Education Program $125,530
MTME Music Program $187,069

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES $378,289

OPERATING EXPENSES

Fundraising $16,552
General Operations $72,327
Professional Services $201,865

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $290,744

TOTAL EXPENSES $669,033

T NET OPERATING INCOME ($54,242) T
NET OPERATING INCOME W/ RELEASE OF PROGRAM RESERVES $381,812
VALUE OF INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO $2,571,000











fhsr.org/our-year-of-empowerment-and-advocacy/

Thank You

i/ Wl

Thank you for showing up to support DHH kids in 2025. Whether you attended an
event, volunteered with a Board or event committee, made a donation, or referred a
family to our programs — you've made a difference in the life of a child living with
hearing loss.

FHSR.org

o ¢ LeYin

@fhsr.chicago




